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St. Aidan’s Orthodox Church, Manchester 

2008 / 2009 PARISH REPORT to Metropolitan John (updated edition) 

STATISTICS (MANCHESTER) 

Attending at least once a month:  120 (estimated) 

Households: 60  Adults: 90  

Children / Teens: 30 

 

Ethnos     English: 40%  East African: 25%  

Greek / Cypriot: 15% Russian / Slav:  10%  

Others (Middle East, Romanian etc.): 10% 

Attendance Figures, Baptisms / Chrismations, Weddings, Funerals 
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FINANCES 

SOURCE AND APPLICATION OF FUNDS 

      
       INCOME 2008/09 2007/08 2006/07 2005/06 2004/05 2003/04 

  

      Planned Giving Cash 17596  16470  14274  8534  7884 6734 

Planned Giving Standing Orders 2880  2454  1975  1950  2170 2855 

Tax Rebates 5054  3430  3532  2387  3559 2935 

Bequests 29034  

     Major Building Appeals 
   

287  5520 1640 

Refunds from other Orthodox bodies 1621  

     Charity Appeals 2172  1107  3623  

 

384 

 Loose Collections & Donations 3936  3312  2549  3023  1590 2442 

St. Theodore Bookstore Net Receipts & 
other non book sales 567  603  1336  1060  50 420 

Charity Shop & Other Fund Raising 290  162  348  443  438 557 

Coffee Bar and Candles (gross) 1672  1357  84  1043  1048 977 

Macclesfield Collections (net) 61  108  104  -14  

  E-Quip Fees 1141  

     Insurance Claim 100  

     Sundries 381  52  132  49  44 18 

Bank Interest 86  17  30  34  105 16 

TOTALS (INCLUDING APPEALS) 66591  29071  27986  18796  22792  18594  

              

TOTALS (EXCLUDING 
EXTRAORDINARY ITEMS) 33763  27965  24363  18509  16888  16954  

              

       EXPENDITURE 2008/09 2007/08 2006/07 2005/06 2004/05 2003/04 

  

      Priest (incl. Employers National Insurance) 13864  14684  10670  7583  6240 6240 

Office Costs 3986  2732  3170  2447  1826 2482 

Insurance 586  572  539  439  441 407 

Deanery Payments 94  340  710  570  480 1132 

Altar, Vestments & Furnishings 757  1012  1046  1333  1443 1259 

Books, Library & Education 124  80  242  586  81 237 

Kitchen 336  130  

    Transport 649  658  420  313  321 162 

Utilities (combined) 1271  1413  1441  913  734 686 

Property Maintenance 500  1254  750  1475  339 407 

Major Property Works 2765  

  

7285  

  Mortgage 20484  3702  3432  3416  3416 3416 

Equipment 333  

     Gardening 520  520  993  

   Charity Donations  (other than St. Aidan's) 1385  612  3699  

 

501 200 

E-Quip & Training 1125  

     Archbishop's Visit 664  

     Conferences 835  

     Loans and Bridging Finance 1270  

     Sundries 747  959  967  449  610 163 

TOTALS (INCLUDING APPEALS) 52295  28666  28079  26808  16432  16791  

              

TOTALS (EXCLUDING MAJOR & 
CHARITY APPEALS) 27662  28055  24380  19523  15931  16591  

       CASHFLOW (INCLUDING APPEALS) 14295  405  -93  -8012  6360  1803  

              

CASHFLOW (EXCLUDING MAJOR & 
CHARITY APPEALS) 6101  -90  -17  -1014  957  363  
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PRIEST’S REPORT 2008 / 2009 

This has been a period of sustained growth for St. Aidan’s with the baptism of adults and the 
reception of increasing numbers into the catechumenate.  The childrens’ and teens’ work has 
been inspirational from a dedicated team of catechists and this has led to a deeper commitment 
from families in the life of the Church.  At the close of the year the parish council had its first 
regeneration of new members for a number of years. 

Difficulties continue in our inability to attract those with professional skills in day to day 
administration and financial record keeping in order to take some of this burden off the priest.  
The urgent need for assistant clergy continues to limit what can be achieved in both Manchester 
and Macclesfield, but especially the latter. 

Financially the parish is now fully self supporting, (the mortgage having been repaid) and able to 
pay its priest the same salary as the average in other churches.  Clearly this puts the community on 
a stronger footing to ensure a succession of full time salaried priests into the future, the workload 
having now increased considerably. 

God willing the prospects for 2009/2010 are bright in that God continues to build his church here.  
The priest (at the insistence of the Council) will be spending a sabbatical month in retreat at an 
Orthodox monastery after Pascha 2010.  Fr. Gregory is looking forward to this time of personal 
and ministerial refreshment on what will be the 15th year of his ordination. 

 

PRIORITIES NOW 

Ministry Needs  A deacon to replace Fr. Deacon John-Mark of blessed memory 
    An assistant priest to develop Macclesfield and help Fr. Gregory 

Choir & Music  Receive more experienced singers into the choir.  Improve training.
    Follow bishop’s guidance on music.   

Confession   Improve the use of this ministry across the parish. 

Worship Continue to work at everyone being present at the beginning of the 
Liturgy rather than arriving half way through! 

Mission Improve local community involvement and awareness. 

FUTURE PRIORITIES 

Mission Improve work in the Macclesfield Mission and perhaps open a new 

mission in North Manchester. 

Buildings Build a parish room on to the front left side of church.   Maybe also a 
gallery floor over the entrance to the nave. 
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APPENDIX “A” 

SERVICES AND MINISTRIES 

Worship 

Worship is coordinated by the clergy team and Reader Benedict Broomhead and Subdeacon Peter Bateman 
who run the Choir and the Serving Team respectively.   

 

 SERVICES     

Saturday 
(Check Bulletin ) 

5.00 pm - 6.00 pm Great Vespers 

Sunday 9.00 am - 9.15 am Third Hour 

- do - 9.15 am - 10.15 am Matins 

- do - 10.15 am - 12 noon Divine Liturgy  

      

Sunday School 12 noon to 12.45 pm Ages: 3 - 16 

Confessions 

Confessions are heard during the Praises on Sunday morning (approximately 9.55 am to 10.15 am), before 
Great Vespers on Saturday evening (4.30 pm - 5.00 pm) 

Childrens' Classes 

These take place after the Liturgy as follows:- 

3-6 year olds: 12 noon to 12.15 pm:  Tots Room (first floor) 

7-12 year olds: 12 noon to 12.30 pm:  Parish Room (behind altar) 

13-16 year olds: 12 noon to 12.30 pm:  Church Lounge (first floor) 

Catechumenate 

Those wishing to become Orthodox first enrol as Catechumens and spend some time acquainting 
themselves with the Faith and Life of the Orthodox Church.  At a mutually agreed time the Catechumen is 
either chrismated or baptised depending on any previous church connection. 

The Bible Study Group 

The Bible Study and Prayer Group meets on a Tuesday evening from 8.30 pm to 9.30 pm.  All are welcome 
and no existing knowledge or practice is assumed.  Sharing prayers, psalms and scripture in this way widens 
our spiritual view and reveals new treasures in simple revelations previously unexplored thus enriching our 
journeys.  We especially welcome input from our brothers and sisters with different orthodox cultural 
backgrounds which will help us to grow from our own infancy in orthodox life and faith as they share their 
own journeys with us. 

../../My%20Web%20Sites/Aidan/Publications/weekly-sheet-front.pdf
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Theological Education - "E-Quip" 

The parish runs a Diploma Course ("E-Quip") in Orthodox Theology over 3 years from late September to 
mid-July with breaks of 4 and 3 weeks respectively for Nativity (Christmas) / Theophany (Epiphany) and 
Holy Week / Pascha (Easter).   

This course, which assumes no previous knowledge beyond the basics of Christian faith and life, is designed 
to equip Orthodox Christians (and exceptionally non-Orthodox spouses of attending Orthodox) in Orthodox 
theology for their own witness and service.   

Limited access e-learning online is available for long distance study but candidates will still be expected to 
complete the written work (2 pieces in each of 3 terms) and attend occasional tutorials.  If you are 
interested, please contact Fr. Gregory on orthodox@clara.net . 

St. Theodore Orthodox Bookstore 

This substantial bookstore has over 1000 volumes and is to be found in St. Aidan's Church.  It opens on 
Tuesday evenings between 7.30 pm and 9.30 pm in addition to usual Church opening times.  Any surplus 
will be applied to St. Theodore Ecclesiastical Trust, a registered charity, (no. 1029085), whose Objects 
support the work of the Orthodox Church.  The Bookstore is supplied in the main by Orthodox Christian 
Books Ltd.  

Library 

The parish runs a large library of books to lend and this has a separate section for the "E-Quip" Diploma. 

Pastoral Care 

Fr. Gregory is available for any kind of visiting or ministry.  Holy Communion may be received at home by 
the housebound and anointing is available for the sick.  If you yourself or loved ones are admitted to 
hospital please let your priest know and he will visit where requested. 

Diakonia (Service) 

St. Aidan's supports Asylum Seekers and Refugees in Levenshulme and the surrounding areas.  English 
classes are held every Saturday afternoon from 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm during the academic year. 

University Life 

Fr. Gregory is Orthodox Chaplain to the University of Manchester. the Metropolitan University of 
Manchester and other associated institutions of Higher Education.  We run a Student and Staff Fellowship 
at St. Peter's Chaplaincy (FOCUS) every two weeks during term time. 

Her Majesty's Prison, Manchester 

Fr. Gregory is the Orthodox Chaplain and maintains a monthly service on site for Orthodox prisoners. 

Hospital Chaplaincy 

Fr. Gregory is registered with a number of hospitals in the South Manchester area and visits when called 
upon to do so as a Chaplain. 
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Regular Events Timetable 

 

DAY TIME SERVICE / EVENT 

Tuesdays 
in term time  

7.30 pm - 8.30 pm 
"E-Quip" 
Diploma in Orthodox Theology 

- do - 8.30 pm - 9.30 pm Bible Study Group 

      

Wednesday 
in term time  
every 2 weeks 

3.30 pm - 4.30 pm 
"FOCUS"  
Manchester University 
Students and Staff Fellowship 

      

Saturdays in term time  2.00 pm - 4.00 pm English Classes 

 

APPENDIX “B” 

TIMELINE 

 

DATE     EVENT 

SEPTEMBER 1994   Community forms 

APRIL 1995    Fr. Gregory ordained 

Community received into Orthodoxy 

JUNE 1996 Clare Road building purchased with a bank loan 
(see October 2008) 

OCTOBER 1996    St. Aidan's Church consecrated by Metropolitan Gabriel 

FEBRUARY 1998    Fr. Deacon John-Mark ordained to the diaconate 

2000 Metropolitan Gabriel blesses the Eritreian and Ethiopian 
community to join St. Aidan's 

2001 / 2002 Significant growth in size and ethnic diversity of the community 

JANUARY 2002    Visit of His Grace Bishop John Yazigi to St. Aidan's 

SEPTEMBER 2005 Mission opens in Macclesfield dedicated to St. Theodore of 
Canterbury 

NOVEMBER 2005 Parish Review in conjunction with the parish of All Saints of 
Lincolnshire, Lincoln 
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JULY 2006 Fr. Gregory now a full time priest 

OCTOBER 2007    The repose of His Eminence Metropolitan Gabriel 

DECEMBER 2007   The repose of Fr. Deacon John-Mark in the Lord 

JUNE 2008 The election of His Grace Bishop John Yazigi to the Metropolitanate 
of Western and Central Europe 

SEPTEMBER 2008 The Enthronement of His Eminence, Metropolitan John, 
Archbishop in Western and Central Europe in Paris (20th / 21st) 

OCTOBER 2008 All debts paid.  The community now own the church building. 

FEBRUARY 2009 Benedict Broomhead tonsured as a Reader and Peter Bateman 
ordained to the subdiaconate by His Eminence, Metropolitan John. 

APRIL 2009 Fr. Gregory now in receipt of a full time stipend 

 

APPENDIX “C 

E-Quip 
St. Aidan's Diploma in Orthodox Theology  

 

This 3 year course is (at the moment) a parish based course with limited online access.   It 
is designed to EQUIP the People of God for their service of the Lord in and through His 
Church in the World.   It operates at a senior high school level equivalent and is suitable 
for those with little theological grounding but who wish to be better informed about their 
Orthodox Faith and Life.   The online files are maintained on the Deanery web site 
together with more information about the Course.    

http://www.antiochian-orthodox.co.uk/e-quip.htm 
 

Glory be to God! 

Fr. Gregory Hallam  Tuesday 21st April 2009 

http://www.antiochian-orthodox.co.uk/e-quip.htm

