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Dear All,

After 3 years of extensive changes and modifications on the Sqn I feel we have finally reached a state where we can function at the level I require of a modern Air Cadet Unit.

But there is one final change that myself and my staff feel is necessary in order to get the most out of the sqn for cadets, parents and staff.  This is a change of parade days and parade times.

The current days of Monday and Wednesday have been in place for quite a few years now and it has become noticeable to all the Sqn staff that there is always a better turn out for the Wednesday parade.  So from the week starting the 30th of May the Squadron parade nights will be changing and we will be parading on a Tuesday and Thursday evening.  This will provide a large number of benefits, including better staff coverage for both those nights.  But this will also now mean that we match the parade nights of some of our neighbouring squadrons so that we will gain regular access to an indoor .22 range on a normal parade night, which will hopefully provide a much improved and more regular shooting timetable. 

As well as this, we have in the last few months gained more cadets who are travelling from further afield to attend parade nights. This coupled with the ever growing workloads placed on the cadets with school work means that by the time parade night ends, they get picked up and get home it is getting late and I know that a number of cadets are not attending for this reason.  So in order to allow for a slightly more “reasonable” time for cadets and parents to get home on what is after all a school night, parade times will be changed to run from 18:30 to 20:30.  This also allows for a more flexible timetable as events occasionally arise that require a bit of extra time and we can now accommodate these much more easily and still get the cadets home at a reasonable time.

I realise that these changes will not suit everybody, but after thoroughly looking into it and discussing it with my staff I think that this will provide many more benefits than our current set-up.

If anybody has any questions, problems or queries about these changes or any part of how the squadron operates or where we are going, please feel free to contact me.

Kind Regards
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Flight Lieutenant  David Manning  BSc(Hons)  RAF VR(T)


Officer Commanding


2272 (Chepstow) Sqn
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