Binfield Inclosure Award 1817

extracts & notes by Ross Kennedy 16/12/2001

  The Award was originally deposited with the Clerk of the Peace.

It is now held in the Berkshire Records Office at Reading.

Document
- archivists reference  Q/RDC/78A
Map          
- archivists reference  Q/RDC/78B
  The document is closely written on parchment ; sheets are stitched together into a roll many metres long.  The ink is fading a little but the clerk's hand is quite legible to my modern eyes, except near the edges of the first few sheets.   This roll is not easily photocopied.

  The Inclosure Commissioner was a Richard Crabtree, who consulted with several local landowners, notables and clergy who are named in the Award.    A Richard Allerton of Surrey acted as surveyor.

  My own selective transcription of the parts of this Award relevant to Highways follows, taken on 13th Dec 2001.   The symbol ~~ is used to denote any words I could not decipher and … to denote tracts omitted for brevity.

Preamble

The Award first establishes its credentials and authority

Whereas in and by a certain Act of Parliament … 53rd year of King George .. "Windsor Forest Act"

And under another Act of Parliament … 41st year of King George … an Act consolidating ... certain provisions usually inserted in Acts of Parliament.

Which is to say, this Award was drawn up under the terms and authority of the 'local' 1813 Windsor Forest Act, Binfield being part of the greater Windsor Forest at the time.  That in turn derived its terms from the 1801 Inclosure Consolidation Act (a.k.a. first General Enclosure Act) which set out national standard terms for Parliamentary enclosures.

Highways, Roads & Footways

The Award then goes on to award the highways:

In the first place, he the said commissioner hath set out and appointed and doth hereby award and con~~ the several Public Carriage Roads and Highways Private Roads and Footways through and over the lands and Grounds by the said first ~~ Act, directed to be divided allotted and inclosed within the said Parish of Binfield hereinafter mentioned and described (that is to say)



Public Carriage Roads and Highways

No.1
One Public Carriage Road and Highway forty feet wide, leading from

the Turnpike Gate at Coppid Beech Lane and in a northeastwardly ~~ 

and afterwards southeastwardly direction into the Parish of 

Easthampstead at Down Hill Bridge.

No.2
One other Public Carriage Road and Highway thirty feet wide, leading 

out of the Turnpike road near the house called the Shoulder of 

Mutton in a southwardly and southwestwardly direction to the old inclosures at Amen Corner.

No.3
One other Public Carriage Road and Highway thirty feet wide, leading 

out of the last described road at the culvert in the said road in a 

southwardly direction into Hawthorn Lane.

No.4
One other Public Carriage Road and Highway thirty feet wide, leading 

out of the Turnpike road near the southwestward corner of the 

inclosure adjoining the mansion house of the trustees of the late 

Edward David Balson esquire in the occupation of Thomas Neale 

esquire, in a northwestwardly and northwardly direction over the 

eastward side of Apple Pye Green onto the public road No.8

No.5
One other Public Carriage Road and Highway thirty feet wide, leading 

out of the Turnpike road near the house called the Shoulder of 

Mutton in a northwardly direction over Furze Green by enclosures of 

the Angell estate to the Church. 

No.6
One other Public Carriage Road and Highway thirty feet wide, leading 

from the mansion house of the late John Angell esquire in an 

eastwardly direction crossing the last described road over Binfield 

Common by the Stag and Hounds Inn and over Mill Green to the 

entrance between ~~ old inclosures at the bottom of Cabbage Hill. 

No.7
One other Public Carriage Road and Highway thirty feet wide called 

Dunford Lane leading out of the last described road near the bottom 

of Cabbage Hill in a southward direction to Priestwood ~~.

No.8
One other Public Carriage Road and Highway thirty feet wide, leading 

out of the public road No.5 at the northeast corner of Furze Green in 

a westwardly and southwestwardly direction along Biddle Lane into 

the Parish of Wokingham near the homestead occupied by Robert 

Miller.

No.9
One other Public Carriage Road and Highway thirty feet wide, leading 

from the rivulet at the south end of Dunford Lane in a 

southeastwardly direction over Priestwood Common into the Parish of 

Easthampstead.

No.10
One other Public Carriage Road and Highway thirty feet wide, leading 

from the Church Hill in a northwardly direction by the southwestward 

end of Cokery Lane into the Parish of White Waltham.

No.11
One other Public Carriage Road and Highway thirty feet wide, leading 

out of the last described road opposite the mansion house of Mistress 

Stevenson, between old inclosures of John Stevenson esquire and 

George Newell respectively in westwardly northwardly and 

northwestwardly directions over the southwestward end of Benhams 

heath into the Parish of Waltham Saint Lawrence.

No.12
One other Public Carriage Road and Highway thirty feet wide, leading 

from the northwestward corner of Benham Heath in an easterwardly 

direction over the northward part of the said Heath into the Parish of 

White Waltham. 

No.13
One other Public Carriage Road and Highway thirty feet wide, leading 

out of the public road No.6 on Binfield Common in a southeastwardly 

direction into the cross roads near Shrews Elm.

No.13a  And one other Public Carriage Road and Highway thirty feet wide, 

leading out of the public road No.10 at the northwestward end of 

Cokery Lane in a northeastwardly direction into the road No.21.



Public Horse and Drift Roads

No.14
One Public Horse and Drift Road thirty feet wide, leading out of the 

public road No.6 near the corner of one inclosure on the westward 

side of Binfield Common in a northeastwardly direction to the cottage 

and garden belonging to William Morris.

No.15
One other Public Horse and Drift Road thirty feet wide, leading out of the new road from the Stag and Hounds Inn to the Binfield Church by the southeastward side of Ryehurst Common Field in a northeastwardly direction into the private road No.20 and herein called the Ryehurst Field Road.

No.16
One other Public Horse and Drift Road thirty feet wide, leading out of the Turnpike road near the Golden Ball and in a northwestwardly 

direction into the public road No.5 near the brick kiln of John Butler. 

No.17
One other Public Horse and Drift Road thirty feet wide, leading out of the public road No.6 near the mansion house late of John Angell esquire in a northwardly direction by old inclosures of Francis Wightwick esquire to Wicks Green in an eastwardly direction near the said Green into the public road No.5.

No.18
One other Public Horse and Drift Road thirty feet wide, leading out of the last described near the dwelling house belonging to Francis Wightwick esquire in a westwardly direction by the inclosure of Samuel Bowes Moreton esquire into the Parish of Wokingham.

No.19
One other Public Horse and Drift Road thirty feet wide, leading out of the public road No.6 opposite the end of Dunford lane in a northwardly direction over Mill Green to the southward corner of an old inclosure of George Emmett esquire and thence by the eastward side of old inclosures and nearly along the middle of Hazlewood Green to Westley Mill.

No.20
One other Public Horse and Drift Road thirty feet wide, leading from the end of Bottle Lane in a westwardly direction over Hazlewood Green crossing the last described road in a northwestwardly direction into Cokery Lane along the said lane on to the public road No.10. 

No.21
One other Public Horse and Drift Road thirty feet wide, leading out of the public road No.11 opposite the corner of an inclosure of George Hewett in a northwardly direction over Benhams Heath by a cottage and garden of James Carter, then turning in a eastwardly direction along the green lane across the public road No.10 nearly in the usual track to Westley Mill.

No.22
One other Public Horse and Drift Road thirty feet wide, leading out of 

the road No.19 in a eastwardly direction over  the eastward side of Hazlewood Green to the homesteads of Walter Holloway and John Graves. 

No.23
One other Public Horse and Drift Road thirty feet wide, leading out of the public road No.9 at the north end of Priestwood Common in a southwestwardly direction into Jocks Lane and up the said lane into the Turnpike road near the Golden Ball.

No.24
One other Public Horse and Drift Road thirty feet wide, leading out of 

the Turnpike road near to the Turnpike Gate in an eastwardly direction into the public road No.2.

No.25
And one other Public Horse and Drift Road thirty feet wide, leading out of the Turnpike road near the Golden Ball in a northwardly direction to the road set out between the Crown allotments on Binfield Common into the public road No.6



Private Carriage and Drift Roads

No.26
One Private Carriage and Drift Road twenty-five feet wide, leading out of the public road No.6 at the west end of Binfield Common in a southward direction to the cottages of John Draper and William Williams respectively.

No.27
One other Private Carriage and Drift Road twenty-five feet wide, leading out of the public road No.5 near the northeast corner of Furze Green in a northeastwardly direction to an allotment to William Green and an old inclosure of George Henry Crutchley esquire.

No.28
One other Private Carriage and Drift Road twenty feet wide, leading out of the public road No.4 at the northeast corner of Apple Pye Green in a northwestwardly direction to an old inclosure of the trustees of the late Edward David Balson esquire.

No.29
One other Private Carriage and Drift Road twenty feet wide, leading out of the public road No.8 in a southeastwardly direction over an allotment to William Brown Angell esquire, to an old inclosure of George Henry Crutchley esquire, called Swains.

No.30
One other Private Carriage and Drift Road twenty-four feet wide, leading out of the ancient road or highway from Binfield Church to the southward end of Ryehurst Field in a northeastwardly direction over Church Field to the southwestward corner of an old inclosure belonging to George Henry Crutchley esquire, called Budginghams, and hereinafter called Church Field Road.

No.31
One other Private Carriage and Drift Road twenty-four feet wide, leading out of the public road No.10 in a southeastwardly direction over part of Church Field into the last described road and hereinafter called the Northwest Gate Road.

No.32
One other Private Carriage and Drift Road twenty feet wide, leading out of the Church Field Road in a southeastwardly direction into the eighth allotment to William Stevens.

No.33
One other Private Carriage and Drift Road twenty-five feet wide, leading out of the road No.19 in a northwestwardly direction into the second allotment to the Reverend George Kemble Whalley.

No.34
One other Private Carriage and Drift Road twenty-five feet wide, leading out of the road No.13 in a northwestwardly direction to the allotment to Rhodes Green and the second allotment to the Trustees for the Poor.

No.35
One other Private Carriage and Drift Road fifteen feet wide, leading out of the road No.14 in a northwestwardly direction to the cottage of Thomas Fletcher.

No.36
One other Private Carriage and Drift Road twenty-five feet wide, leading out of the public road No.10 in a northwestwardly direction into the sixth allotment to George Hewett.

No.37
And one other Private Carriage and Drift Road twenty feet wide, leading out of the road No.17 in a eastwardly direction into the ancient private road to an old inclosure of the Reverend George Secker.

All which said Private Carriage and Drift Roads are set out and appointed for the use of the owners and occupiers of each and every messuage cottage homestead old inclosure and allotment adjoining the said roads respectively or to which the same may be a necessary communication.



Public Footways

No.1
One Public Footway six feet wide, leading out of the public road No.1 at the northwestward corner of an allotment to Ann Webb, to a spring of water called Sweet Well and from there into the public road No.2.  Which said well or spring the said Commisioner doth by these presents set out order and appoint for the use of such of the inhabitants of the said Parish of Binfield as shall from time to time think proper to have and take water from the same.

No.2
One other Public Footway six feet wide, leading out of an inclosure of Sir Francis Wilder called the Parks into the public road No.6 near the Stag and Hounds.

No.3
One Private Footway six feet wide, leading out of the public road No.6 to the cottage of James Sargent.

No.4
One other Public Footway six feet wide, leading out of the private road No.26 over an allotment to William Brown Angells esquire to a spring called White Pit, which said spring the said commissioner doth by these presents set out order and appoint for the use of such of the inhabitants of the said Parish of Binfield as shall from time to time think proper to have and take water from the same.

No.5
One other Public Footway six feet wide, leading out of the road No.14 between allotments to Ann Leach and William Taylor respectively to a spring or pond called Withy Pond, which said spring or pond the said commissioner doth by these presents set out order and appoint for the use of such of the inhabitants of the said Parish of Binfield as shall from time to time think proper to have and take water from the same.

No.6
One other Public Footway six feet wide, leading out of the drift road No.17 at the southwest corner of Wick Green over an allotment to James Milton and others into an old inclosure of Thomas Forrest esquire called Goldridge.

No.7
One other Public Footway from the northeastward corner of an old inclosure of Robert Meyrick over an allotment to the said Robert Meyrick into the road No.20 at the northwestward corner of an allotment to William Waterman Green.

No.8
One one other Public Footway six feet wide, leading out of an ancient lane near the Poorhouses over the westward part of an allotment to Rhodes Green into its usual track between old inclosures of the said Rhodes Green and Mary Green and Rebecca Green respectively.

And the said commissioner doth hereby declare that the said several Public and Private roads and ways herein before described and awarded are all that he doth adjudge necessary to be set out and awarded by him within the said Parish of Binfield and that he hath not diverted changed or altered any Turnpike road within the said Parish.

   The Award then goes on to settle the maintenance of private roads and ways onto the owners & occupiers.

   Grass and herbage arising on the roads is awarded to holders of adjoining allotments or estates on either side -

"so far as such allotments or estates respectively extend as far as the crown of the road"

The Award also awards public gravel pits for road maintenance purposes:

The said commissioner considering it requisite and finding it practicable to get materials for repairing the roads and highways within the said Parish of Binfield hath set out and allotted and doth hereby award and confirm unto and for, the Surveyors of the Highways of the said Parish of Binfield for the time being for ever as and for Public Gravel Pits for the purposes aforesaid the two several parcels of land next described (that is to say)

One parcel of land situate near Mutton Corner … delineated on the map and marked 247 …

And one other parcel of land situate in Cokery Lane … delineated on the map and marked 61 …

(the numbered references here indicate plots on the award map)

The bulk of the Award then allots the many parcels of land to individuals and such "institutions" as the Trustees for the Poor.

The award Map

  The map is drawn on a sheet of parchment approximately one metre square.  It is clearly marked with all the relevant parcels of land, coloured and annotated with reference numbers.

  The map is not easily photocopied.

  As is evident from the uncoloured land areas, much land in Binfield was already enclosed by 1817.  The land awarded here is mostly concentrated around some open greens, and strips alongside highways.  No features outside the Parish boundary are drawn.

  In the case of the roads, awarded Public Carriage Roads are coloured light brown, and other roads are uncoloured.   The map also includes roads without reference numbers, which represent existing roads not involved in the inclosure process.

  Comparison of the map with a modern Ordnance Survey "Explorer" 1:25000 shows that virtually every feature can be identified today, and the accuracy of shape and relative position of those features is very good.

  Copying the annotated award map is beyond my resources, but I have cross-compared and identified each of the awarded roads against the modern map and marked up a section of an O.S. "Explorer" with the details.

  I also present the results here in tabular form.

Award ref. No.
1817 name or description
OS Grid refs

(all in SU square)
Modern name or description

1
Windsor Forest  Turnpike
838.690 to 854.697
B3408 Coppidbeech Lane & Wokingham Road

2
(Popes Wood to Amen Corner)
845.696 to 845.689
Beehive Road

3
Hawthorn Lane
845.691 to 847.688
Beehive Road (S)

4
(near Popes Manor)
843.694 to 842.703
Murrell Hill Lane

5
(Popes Wood to Church)
845.696 to 845.720
Terrace Road & St.Marks Road

6
Forest Turnpike
836.708 to 860.713
B3034 Forest Road

7
Dunford Lane (N)
856.712 to 859.704
B3018 Binfield Road

8
Biddle Lane
836.708 to 843.703
Foxley Lane

9
Dunford Lane (S)
859.704 to 860.702
B3018 Binfield Road

10
(Church to W.Waltham)
845.720 to 855.745
Part B3018 Church Hill & Howe Lane

11
(to Shurlock Row)
846.731 to 843.736
B3018 to Shurlock Row

12
(north of Benham Heath)
846.751 to 851.751
Part of Drift Road at parish boundary

13
(near Binfield Common)
845.710 to 846.712
York Road

13a
(near Cokery Lane)
851.737 to 854.740
Westleymill Lane

14
(near Binfield Common)
843.709 to 844.712
Rose Hill

15
Ryehurst Field Lane
850.716 to 857.729
Ryehurst Lane

16
Deadmans Lane
849.699 to 844.701
Popeswood Road

17
(near Wicks Green)
840.709 to 843.716
Wicks Green

18
(near Wicks Green)
839.712 to 836.712
Monks Alley

19
(across Hazlewood Green)
856.712 to 860.741
Hazelwood Lane

20
Bottle Lane & Cokery lane
866.724 to 851.737
Bottle Lane

21
(to Westley Mill)
844.735 to 860.741
Spinning Wheel Lane

22
(over Hazlewood Green)
864.727 to 866.727
Buckle Lane

23
Jocks Lane
860.702 to 849.698
Jocks Lane

24
(from turnpike gate)
843.693 to 845.694
Beehive Lane

25
(over Binfield Common)
849.699 to 847.700
Wood Lane

26
(west of Binfield Common)
843.710 to 844.707
(near Emmetts Park)

27
(off Furze Green)
843.703 to 844.704
Chapel  Lane

28
(off Apple Pye Green)
842.699 to 838.699
(to Pockets Copse)

29
(to Swains)
838.705
(field access)

30
Church Field Road
851.719 to 852.727
Hill Farm Lane

31
Northwest Gate Road
844.725 to 851.725
(to Hill Farm)

32
(off no.30)
851.721 to 852.721
(field access)

33
(off no.19)
863.728 to 861.729
(field access)

34
(links nos.13 & 14)
846.711 to 844.712
Red Rose 

35
(off no.14)
843.711
Rose Dale

36
(off no.10)
846.728 to 845.728
(farm access)

37
(off no.17)
839.711
(site access)

Other Roads

The following roads are also drawn on the award map within the parish; as they weren't involved in the award process they are neither coloured or numbered.  Some of them are used as references (e.g. "by the ancient road..") in describing the boundaries of land allotments.  See road awards nos.15 & 30 for example.

-
(links nos.15 & 19)
851.718 to 856.714
Cabbage Hill Lane

-
(between Crown allotments)
862.735 to 866.735
Goughs Barn Lane

-
(by Benhams Heath)
851.741 to 851.751
Mares Lane

-
(Billingbear)
838.721 to 844.726
Billingbear lane

-
(Billingbear)
835.719 to 843.722
Carters Hill

-
(by Stag & Hounds)
842.715 to 851.711
Tilehurst Lane

-
(referred to as "the new road")
845.721 to 850.711
B3018 Church Lane

-
(links nos.15 & 30)
849.719 to 852.719
Stubbs Hill
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Anomalies noted amongst the written award / map

i) The description of road no.8 specifies a "westwardly and southwestwardly" direction, but the map suggests rather a west & northwest direction.

ii) The description of road no.10 describes "by the southwestward end of Cokery Lane", but the map shows the northwest end of that lane - the same point is described as "northwestward end" in road no.13a.

iii) The description of road no.13 specifies a "southeastwardly direction", the map suggests rather northeast.

iv) The description of road no.15 includes reference to road no.20 as "private".  However no.20 is in the list of Public roads and is described as public.

v) Public footway No.4 leads to a public spring ; however sole access is from "private" road no.26

vi) A parish gravel pit is awarded on Cokery Lane; oddly that road is itself awarded as a Horse & Drift road when one might expect public cart access to be necessary.

vii) Private Carriage road no.33 is awarded with sole access via Public Horse & Drift road no.19.   It is not clear if this implies carriage use of no.19 to get in or out of no.33.

viii) Private Carriage road no.35 is awarded with sole access via Public Horse & Drift road no.14. It is not clear if this implies carriage use of no.14 to get in or out of no.35.

ix) Private Carriage road no.37 is awarded with sole access via Public Horse & Drift road no.17. It is not clear if this implies carriage use of no.17 to get in or out of no.37.

